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Dear Readers,  
 
The Groningen Journal of International Law (GroJIL) is proud to publish its Issue No.1: 
Drones in International Law. 
 
GroJIL is a student-led, non-profit organisation which seeks to achieve legal innovation, 
successfully addressing the challenges which the evolution of the international community 
poses to the traditional international legal framework. As President and Editor-in-Chief, it 
has been an extremely rewarding experience to work closely with the GroJIL Editorial 
Board and Editors to publish our first issue as an official Stichting (Foundation); one of our 
greatest achievements to date. 
 
The Journal has undergone several structural changes over the last twelve months, and 
internal developments have made the Journal more efficient and allowed the current issue 
to progress smoothly. The Editorial Board is currently working towards expanding the size 
and influence of GroJIL in order to fully achieve the aim of the Journal's founders: to 
provide real developments in contemporary and unstable areas of international law. 
 
Our Journal believes that the issue of drones is particularly relevant today, posing various 
challenges to international law, as well as raising moral issues. The use of drones is 
especially controversial given the overlap in this area between international humanitarian 
and human rights law. Traditionally, international law did not envisage the use of such 
weapons, whether as part of an armed conflict or not. Thus, new interpretations of the 
positive law must be made; an issue of on-going debate, particularly given the context of the 
‘War on Terror’ in the post-9/11 era, and the attendant developments in attitude towards 
acceptable modes and methods of warfare. In order to fill the current legal lacunae 
sustainably, the law must be developed in a way which is palatable to the international 
community, particularly to sovereign States. The current issue of GroJIL seeks to provide 
proposals both as to how the current law may be applied to the new situation caused by the 
use of drones, and as to possible developments to address these situations on a permanent 
basis. 
 
I am extremely grateful to all those who have contributed to the success of the current issue, 
particularly our authors, whose work and trust in our editorial team are greatly appreciated. 
The Board and the Editors of the Journal have strived to deliver top-quality editing and 
support throughout the writing process, and have thoroughly enjoyed working as a team, 
and in close contact with the authors. 
 
GroJIL is eager to use its past positive experiences in order to expand and develop further 
in the future. In the coming months, Issue No. 2: Human Trafficking in International Law 
will be published. This is an area of law which the Editorial Board believes requires more 
attention, both from academics, and the international legal community in general.  I am 
very much looking forward to completing this edition. 
 
On behalf of GroJIL, 
 
Lottie Lane 

 
 
President and Editor-in-Chief 
Groningen Journal of International Law 
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ABOUT 
 

The Groningen Journal of International Law (GroJIL) is a Dutch foundation (Stichting), founded in 2012. The 
Journal is a not-for-profit, open-access, electronic publication. GroJIL is run entirely by students at the University of 
Groningen, the Netherlands, with supervision conducted by an Advisory Board of academics. The Journal is edited 

by volunteering students from several different countries and reflects the broader internationalisation of law. 
	  

MISSION 
	  

The Groningen Journal of International Law aims to promote knowledge, innovation and development. It seeks to 
achieve this by serving as a catalyst for author-generated ideas about where international law should or could move 

in order for it to successfully address the challenges of the 21st century. To this end, each issue of the Journal is 
focused on a current and relevant topic of international law. 

 

The Journal aims to become a recognised platform for legal innovation and problem-solving with the purpose of 
developing and promoting the rule of international law through engaging analysis, innovative ideas, academic 

creativity, and exploratory scholarship. 
 

PUBLISHING PROFILE 
 

The Groningen Journal of International Law is not a traditional journal, which means that the articles we accept are 
not traditional either. We invite writers to focus on what the law could be or should be, and to apply their creativity 

in presenting solutions, models and theories that in their view would strengthen the role and effectiveness of 
international law, however it may come to be defined. 

 

To this end, the Journal requires its authors to submit articles written in an exploratory and non-descriptive style. For 
general queries or for information regarding submissions, visit www.grojil.org or contact groningenjil@gmail.com.  
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